Through the Bible Series:

Ruth

Book of Ruth

Items Needed

v Bible with marked scripture

v' Crayons/Pencils/Markers

v Copies of Lesson Illustrations in
order of use.

v' Copies of Word Trace

v Copies of Coloring Sheet

v’ Copies of Take Home Overview



Books of the Bible Series: Ruth

Objective of Lesson

The objective of this lesson and every lesson in this series is for our children to
become familiar with the structure and order of the books of the Bible and
point out how each book is written to specifically picture the person and work of

Jesus Christ.

Scripture Reference

Ruth 3:9 "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid:

spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman."

Lesson Instructions

1. For the last few weeks we have been learning the books of the Bible and
what they are about. Can any of you name the books we have learned so far?
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges. Can
you find them in your Bible? Today we are going to learn the eighth book of
the Bible. That book is called Ruth. Find the very first chapter and verse and
point to it for me.

2. Today we are going to learn the eighth book in the Bible called Ruth. This
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book is named after a woman whom the book talks about, named Ruth. The
key to understanding this book is to understand what a “kinsman" is. Have
you ever heard of a "kinsman"? If we know what a kinsman is, then we can
learn about our true kinsman, Jesus Christ, the son of God. This story of
Boaz, the kinsman redeemer, is a picture of Christ, OUR kinsman redeemer.
So... what is a kinsman redeemer? I am going to illustrate it the way our Lord
illustrates it here, by telling you the story of Ruth. T want you to keep two
things in mind when you listen to this story. We are Ruth in this story. Ruth
represents sinners in need of redemption and grace. Boaz is a picture of our
Lord Jesus Christ, a redeemer who is full of strength, virtue, power and
grace. What Boaz does to redeem Ruth is exactly what our Lord Jesus Christ
did to redeem His people. By hearing this story we are going to learn what a
kinsman redeemer is and what a kinsman redeemer does!

3. There was a certain man in Israel called Elimelech and he lived in a place
called Bethlehem of Judah. Elimelech's name means, "God is king". This
implies he was a follower of God, but when famine came unto Bethlehem,
Elimelech took his wife, Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, and
went down to a place called Moab. (Photo of Elimelech and his family
traveling down to Moab) Not only did Elimelech go down to Moab, and not
only did Elimelech abandon the house of God during a time of great need, but
he took his money and his possessions with him in disregard to Israel. With
disregard to his brethren, Elimelech took off down to Moab and said, "I will
take care of my own! I will take care of me and mine! We come first!"
Elimelech went down there and continued there in a land where God was
neither known nor worshipped.

4. Elimelech left Israel, went down to Moab and the Bible tells us he died in
Moab and left Naomi with those two boys alone. These two boys followed
their father's example. (Photo of son's an their wives) Since Elimelech had
taken them down to Moab, they also stayed. No matter what Elimelech said

to them, even though his name means, "My God is King", by Elimelech's
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example and by Elimelech’s hand, he led them down to the land of idolatry
and his sons married wives in that land. Both his sons died in that land of
cursedness, because their father brought them to that land. Shew! Oh! What
an awesome responsibility we have in the leading those under our influence.
(Especially of our children)

5. Now poor and broken hearted, Naomi heard there was bread again in
Bethlehem. Oh what good news! When God is about to visit one of His people
somehow He is going fo cause them to hear about bread in Bethlehem! God
sent bread to Bethlehem; Naomi heard about it and she was determined to
go back there. (Photo of Naomi talking to her daugther-in-laws) She got her
two daughters-in-law -- who were also two widows and said, "You two go back
to your families, go back to your gods. I am going to Bethlehem; I am going
home." Her daughter-in-law, Orpha, after a little bit of hesitation, did just
that. She went back to her people and went back to her gods, but if you
read Ruth 1:16 you find out that her daughter-in-law, Ruth was not of that
same mind. (Photo of Orpha leaving Naomi but Ruth staying by her side) Ruth
said to Naomi, “Don't tell me to go. T am going to go where you go and T am
going to walk with you. I want to live with you and your people. T want to live
with God's people and I am going to die with your people, God's people. And if
that is not the case then let the Lord judge me.” Naomi and Ruth returned to
the land of Israel, to the people of God, and it so happened to be the
beginning of their harvest season. OH this story is so good! I can't wait to
tell you what happens next!

6. When Naomi came back to Bethlehem, word got around she was coming down
the streets and somebody recognized her! She had gone out young, strong,
beautiful, and wealthy, but she come back empty handed, old and worn, and
bent and broke. She still had some of Naomi's features and they said, "Is
this Naomi?" The buzz went through the streets and everybody came out
astonished, "Is this Naomi?" She said to them, "Call me not Naomi, sweet and

pleasant - but call me Mary - bitter. Call me bitter because the Lord hath
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dealt bitterly with me.” She came back weary and poor and empty. That is a
pretty good picture of what happened to us in the Garden of Eden. Adam was
a prince; how he is a pauper. Adam was made King over all God's creation; now
he is a beggar. Adam was made Yo live before God in the garden and walk
with him in pleasantness continually; now he walks in bitterness. Adam was
blessed and now his race is cursed.

7. As I said before, Naomi and Ruth came into Bethleham at the beginning of
the harvest season. They were poor and their inheritance was gone; they had
no one to support them, no one to take care of them. God had placed laws for
the nation of Israel that was going to lead them to their redeemer. The first
law that the owners of the fields were required to do was to leave so much
of their crop, so that the poor could come along and gather what was left
and they would have plenty to eat. The poor would go out and gather behind
the reapers. The second law was if a man sold his possessions and fell into
poverty, then a kinsman redeemer, because they were of the same family,
could pay the price required and buy back all his brother's possessions and
redeem his family members out of their poverty.

8. Naomi found out when she came back to Bethlehem that she had a kinsman!
Even though she had lost everything through her husband - she found out he
had a kinsman and his name was Boaz! Remember, who does Boaz picture?!
Christ - Ohl This Boaz was near kin; he was mighty, and he had plenty of
money.

9. Here's the end of the story. (Photo of Ruth gleening wheat) Ruth went out
to the fields to glean wheat and happened upon her kinsman redeemer, Boaz's
field. Ruth came back and told Naomi what happened. She said, "There is this
fella out here, who came riding upon a beautiful white horse, and his gleaners
said, "God bless you Boaz" and he said, "God bless you too.” (Photo of Boaz
speaking to Ruth) He spotted me and called me over to himself and he said,
"Now if you get thirsty you come here and drink and if you get hungry you sit

down here with my servants and you eat. And T commanded them not to
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touch you and T commanded them not to rebuke you.” (Photo of Ruth showing
Naomi what she had gathered) Ruth showed Naomi all the food she had
gleaned, and Naomi said, "OH! Bless God that is the one I have been telling
you about!ll That's the Kinsmanl! Ruthlll That's the Kinsmanl!l He is the one I
have telling you about all these years. Even when we were down in Moab!
That's the kinsman we came back here forlll” When we get to chapter three,
and Naomi tells Ruth exactly what she is to do, we see a picture of
repentancel

10. She said, "Now Ruth, I tell you what Honey, tonight Boaz is going to be down
there on the threshing floor threshing out his grain - all the men will be down
there. You go find out where he is going to lay down tonight, mark the spot,
and this is what you do.... Look at verse 3:7. (Photo of Ruth laying at Boaz's
feet) When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was merry, he went to
lie down at the end of the heap of corn. She came softly, picked up the
covers and lay down at his feet. Sinners, in need of mercy, will always find
themselves right there - at their Lord's feet.

11. There is Ruth. She was not too proud to humble herself as a beggar at the
feet of Boaz, the only one that could help her. She goes and lays herself at
his feet, and then she told Boaz plainly what she wanted, v 9. It says he woke
up and was startled and said, "Who are you?" She says this, "I am Ruth,
thine handmaid. Whether you take me to be your wife or not I acknowledge
that I belong to you; I am yours - your handmaid. Spread therefore thy skirt
over thine handmaid - pledge yourself to marry me right now. Take me to be
your wife right now; take me as yours, for thou are a near kinsman.” Now
watch this. Boaz said, "I will do all that thou requireth, but there is a nearer
kinsman than me, and he has to be dealt with first. I will be merciful to you
but I can't violate God's law. T will do everything you need, but I cannot
violate God's law. I will save you, but I can't violate God's law.” So it is with
our Lord Jesus Christ.

12. (Photo of Boaz at the city gates) Boaz went up to the gates of the city,
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where men do business, and this other nearer kinsman came by and Boaz said,
"Hey Bub, come over here; I want to talk to you about something.” They sat
down and he said, "Have you heard about Naomi?" He said, "Yeah I hear she
is back in fown." Boaz said, "You know her husband Elimelech lost everything
and you are the nearest kinsman.” Boaz said, "If you want his property it's
yours, all you have to do is buy it. If you don't want it, T am next in line; I will
buy it." The fella said, "Sure! T'll take that!" Boaz said, "When you take that
property, you have to take that Moabitess gal named Ruth t00." He said,
"What?" Boaz said, "That is the law". He said, "I don't need that inheritance
after all. I get along fine with just what T have. If I marry her it will mar my
inheritance. It's going to ruin my family. It's going to dirty my blood.” Boaz
said, "Fellas, did you hear him?" The guys around said, "We heard it." Boaz
said, "You guys be witnesses today for I am buying Elimelech's inheritance,
and I am buying Ruth to be my wife" - and he did. You see the Lord Jesus,
our kinsman redeemer, loving us with every fiber of His being, will not have
us, unless He has us in a way that honors God and His law, and the law has got
to be dealt with first. He comes and takes on Himself our sins, God's wrath
and God's judgment, and buys us and weds us, and does for us what the law
could never do. He makes us fo be heirs of God and join heirs with Christ in

God.

Lesson Activities
e  Word Trace

* Coloring Sheet
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Take Home Lesson Overview

Through the Bible Series: Ruth

Scripture Reference:

Ruth 3:9 "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid:

spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman."
Lesson Overview:

Naomi and Ruth came into Bethlehem at the beginning of the harvest season.
They were poor and their inheritance was gone. They had no one to support
them, and no one to take care of them. God had placed laws for the nation of
Israel that was going to lead them to their redeemer, their kinsman redeemer.
Ruth found out who her kinsman redeemer was. She was not too proud to humble
herself as a beggar at the feet of Boaz, the only one that could help her. The
Bible says Boaz woke up and was startled and he said, "Who are you?" She said
this, "I am Ruth, thine handmaid - whether you take me to be your wife or not I
acknowledge that I belong to you; I am yours - your handmaid. Spread therefore
thy skirt over thine handmaid - pledge yourself to marry me right now. Take me
to be your wife right now. take me as yours, for thou are a near kinsman.” Boaz
said, "T will do all that thou requireth but there is a nearer kinsman than me, and
he has to be dealt with first". He was saying, "I will be merciful to you but I
can't violate God's law. I will do everything you need but I can't violate God's law.

T will save you, but I can't violate God's law, and so it is with our Lord Jesus
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Christ. You see the Lord Jesus, our kinsman redeemer, loving us with every
fiber of His being, will not have us, unless He have us in a way that honors God
and His law. The law has got to be dealt with first, and so He comes and takes on
Himself our sins, God's wrath and God's judgment, and buys us and weds us, and
does for us what the law could never do. He makes us to be heirs of God and join

heirs with Christ in God.
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Sermon #8 Through The Bible Series

Title: RUTH

Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer
Text: Ruth 3:9
Subject: Redemption and Grace in Christ
Date: Tuesday Evening— March 18, 2003

Tape # X-50a
Readings: Don Fortner & Rex Bartley
Introduction:

Ruth 3:9 "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman."

Let’s open our Bibles to the Book of Ruth and behold the
romance of redemption. We will begin in chapter three, verse
nine, where Boaz said to Ruth, “Who art thou? And she
answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt
over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.” 1 take this
for my text, but really my message will be taken from the whole
book of Ruth.

This Book, like all the Old Testament Scriptures speaks of
Christ our Redeemer. The subject of this Book is redemption.
The whole book is a picture of our redemption by Christ. The

key word, used repeatedly in these four chapters is “kinsman”
(2:1, 20; 3:9, 12; 4:6, 14).

Ruth 2:1 "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name
was Boaz."

Ruth 2:20 "And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed
be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the
living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is
near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen."
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Ruth 3:9 "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman."

Ruth 3:12 "And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman:
howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than 1."

Ruth 4:6 "And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself,
lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself;
for I cannot redeem it."”

Ruth 4:14 "And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that
his name may be famous in Israel."

Proposition: The kinsman is the one who has the right to
redeem.

e The law of the kinsman Redeemer was given in Leviticus
25:25.

Leviticus 25:25 "If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold
away some of his possession, and if any of his kin come to
redeem it, then shall he redeem that which his brother sold."

e That prophetic law was given to be a picture of Christ and
was fulfilled by him. Our father Adam sold us into bondage
and sin; but Christ, our kinsman Redeemer, bought us and
brought us into the righteousness, life and liberty of the sons
of God (Rom. 5:19). He says, “I restored that which I took

not away.”
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Romans 5:19 "For as by one man's disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous."

e The Book of Ruth is a beautiful picture of the whole thing.
It shows us both our need of a kinsman Redeemer and the
way we may obtain the blessings of redemption. Let’s look at
the picture together.

ELIMELECH

There was a certain man of Israel called Elimelech of Bethlehem-
Judah in the days of the Judges. Elimelech means “God is King”.
Yet, when famine came to Israel, Elimelech took his wife,
Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, and went down
into Moab, a heathen country where God was neither known nor
worshipped.

e Elimelech means “my God is King”.

e Naomi means “sweet and pleasant”.
Mahlon means “weakness”.

Chilion means “consumption”.

Orpah means “stiff-necked and declining”.
Ruth means “companion”.

Boaz means “in him is strength”.

Boaz and Ruth are the principle characters in this story,
Ruth representing sinners in need of redemption and grace
and Boaz representing Christ our Redeemer, who is full of
strength, power, virtue, and grace.

Elimelech left Isracl in weakness and was consumed in Moab.
He died in Moab and left his wife and two sons alone. His two
sons married Moabite women, lived with them for ten years, and
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then they died. They followed their father’s example and
perished in the cursed land of Moab.

NAOMI

Now poor and brokenhearted, Naomi determined to go back to
Bethlehem. She told her daughters-in-law to remain with their
own people. Orpah did just that. She went back to her people and
her gods; but not Ruth. She was “steadfastly minded to go with”
Naomi (Read Ruth 1:16-17).

Ruth 1:16-17 "And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, or
to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will
go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God: /7 Where thou diest, will I die,
and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also,
if ought but death part thee and me."

So Naomi and Ruth returned to the land of Israel and to the
people of God at the beginning of the harvest season. Now, |

want to show you five clear, instructive pictures in the book of
Ruth.

Divisions:

1. A Picture Of Our Ruin By The Fall Of Adam (1:9-21).

2. A Picture Of Christ’s Free Love To Sinners (2:1-5, 9, 16).
3. A Picture Of God’s Special Providence (2:3, 9, 16).

4. A Picture Of Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer (3:9-4:13).
5. A Picture Of True Repentance (3:1-11).

First, read 1:19-21 - Here is A PICTURE OF OUR RUIN
BY THE FALL OF ADAM.




Through The Bible Series—RUTH 5

Ruth 1:19-21 "So they two went until they came to Bethlehem.
And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all
the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi? 20
And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for
the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 2/ I went out full,
and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call
ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified against me, and
the Almighty hath afflicted me?"

When Naomi came back to Bethlehem, everyone gathered
around her, looked at her with astonishment, and said, “Is this
Naomi?” To that she replied, “Don’t call me Naomi (sweet and
pleasant); but call me Mara (bitter) because God hath dealt
bitterly with me!” She went out young, happy, beautiful, and
full; but she came back old, bitter, worn, weary, poor and empty.
That’s us!

Is this Adam? Can these poor, dying, corrupt creatures called
men be the sons of Adam, who was created in the image of God?
(Rom. 5:12; 3:10-19).

Romans 5:12 "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned."

Romans 3:10-19 "As it is written, There is none righteous, no,
not one: // There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God. /2 They are all gone out of the way, they are
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no,
not one. /3 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 74
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: /5 Their feet are
swift to shed blood: /6 Destruction and misery are in their ways:
17 And the way of peace have they not known: /8 There is no
fear of God before their eyes. /9 Now we know that what things
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soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God."

e The prince is now a pauper!
e The king is now a beggar!

e The pleasant is now bitter!
e The full is now empty!

e The blessed is now cursed!

ll. Second, in chapter 2, we are given A PICTURE OF
CHRIST’S FREE LOVE TO CHOSEN SINNERS (vv. 1-
5,9, 16).

Ruth 2:1-5 "And NAOMI HAD A KINSMAN of her
husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech;
and his name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto
Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after
him IN WHOSE SIGHT I SHALL FIND GRACE. And she
said unto her, Go, my daughter. 3 And she went, and came, and
gleaned in the field after the reapers: and HER HAP was to light
on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the
kindred of Elimelech. 4 And, BEHOLD, BOAZ CAME from
Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you.
And they answered him, The LORD bless thee. 5 Then said Boaz
unto his servant that was set over the reapers, WHOSE
DAMSEL 1S THIS?"

Ruth 2:9 "Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and
go thou after them: HAVE I NOT CHARGED THE YOUNG
MEN THAT THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH THEE? and
WHEN THOU ART ATHIRST, GO UNTO THE VESSELS,
AND DRINK OF THAT WHICH THE YOUNG MEN HAVE
DRAWN."
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Ruth 2:16 "And LET FALL ALSO SOME OF THE
HANDFULS OF PURPOSE FOR HER, and leave them, that
she may glean them, and REBUKE HER NOT."

As 1 said before, Naomi and Ruth came to Bethlehem at the
beginning of the harvest season. They were poor. Their
inheritance was gone. They had no one to support them and take
care of them. But it was required by God’s law in Israel that the
poor people be allowed to follow the reapers through the fields
and glean, or pick up what the reapers left behind (Lev. 19:9-10;
Deut. 24:19).

A. Ruth knew that there was a kinsman who could redeem
her (v. 1).

Ruth 2:1 "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was
Boaz."

e He was a kinsman.
e He was a mighty man.
e He was a man of great wealth.

Boaz, Ruth’s kinsman, beautifully typifies the Lord Jesus
Christ, our Kinsman Redeemer. In order for one to be a
kinsman redeemer four things were necessary.

1. The kinsman had to be related by blood to those he
redeemed (Deut. 25:5, 7-10; John 1:14; Rom. 1:3; Phil. 2:5-
8; Heb. 2:14-15).

Deuteronomy 25:5, 7-10 "If brethren dwell together, and one of
them die, and have no child, the wife of the dead shall not marry
without unto a stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto
her, and take her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an
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husband's brother unto he. And if the man like not to take his
brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto
the elders, and say, My husband's brother refuseth to raise up
unto his brother a name in Israel, he will not perform the duty of
my husband's brother. § Then the elders of his city shall call him,
and speak unto him: and if he stand fo it, and say, I like not to
take her; 9 Then shall his brother's wife come unto him in the
presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and
spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto
that man that will not build up his brother's house. /0 And his
name shall be called in Israel, The house of him that hath his
shoe loosed."

John 1:14 "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth."

Romans 1:3 "Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which
was made of the seed of David according to the flesh."

Philippians 2:5-8 "Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: § And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross."

Hebrews 2:14-15 "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil; /5 And deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
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redemption (Ruth 2:1; 1 Pet. 1:18-19).

Ruth 2:1 "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was
Boaz."

1 Peter 1:18-19 "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; /9 But
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot:"

3. He had to be willing to pay the price of redemption (Ruth
3:11; Matt. 20:28; John 10:15-18; Heb. 10:7).

Ruth 3:11 "And now, my daughter, fear not; I WILL DO TO
THEE ALL THAT THOU REQUIREST: FOR all the city of
my people doth know that thou arf a virtuous woman."

Matthew 20:28 "Even as the Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many."

John 10:15-18 "As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the
Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. /6 And other sheep
I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd. /7 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay
down my life, that I might take it again. /8 No man taketh it
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment
have I received of my Father."
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Hebrews 10:7 "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God."

4. The kinsman redeemer had to be free himself. Our Lord
Jesus was entirely free from any debt of his own!

B. Ruth went out into the fields to glean with the poor,
hoping she might find grace in the eyes of her kinsman (v.
2).

Ruth 2:2 "And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me
now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after Aim in whose
sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter."

e If it were possible for her to have her inheritance with God’s
people redeemed, Ruth was not willing to perish in poverty!
“Seek ye the LORD.”

e She went to the place where she was most likely to meet her
kinsman, with the hope that he might be gracious to her.
“Harvest Fields” - Church.

C. Boaz spotted Ruth and had compassion on her (v. 5).

Ruth 2:5 "Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the
reapers, Whose damsel is this?"

There were many poor widows gleaning in the fields. But Boaz
set his eyes upon Ruth, took notice of Ruth, and had compassion
on Ruth before she even knew who he was!

Even so, the Lord Jesus Christ took notice of us, loved us, and
chose us before the world was made. He loved us freely from
eternity!
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lll. Third, in this second chapter the Holy Spirit has also given us
A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE OF GOD’S SPECIAL
PROVIDENCE (2:1, 9, 16).

Ruth 2:1 "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was
Boaz."

Ruth 2:9 "Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and
go thou after them: HAVE I NOT CHARGED THE YOUNG
MEN THAT THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH THEE? and when
thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the
young men have drawn."

Ruth 2:16 "And let fall also some of THE HANDFULS OF
PURPOSE for her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and
REBUKE HER NOT."

As the fields of Bethlehem belonged to Boaz, so this world
belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is his by design, by
decree, and by death (Col. 1:16-17; John 3:35; 17:2; Rom.
14:9).

Colossians 1:16-17 "For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all
things were created by him, and for him: /7 And he is before all
things, and by him all things consist."

John 3:35 "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things
into his hand."

Romans 14:9 "For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and
revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living."




Through The Bible Series—RUTH 12

A. As Ruth’s “hap was to light on a part of the field belonging
to Boaz;” so God graciously brings each of his elect to the
place where he will be gracious to them.

B. As Boaz commanded his young men not to touch Ruth, so
the Lord Jesus Christ has given commandment to all
creation, saying, “fouch not mine anointed!”

C. As Boaz commanded his men to let fall “handfuls of
purpose” for Ruth, so our Savior takes care to provide for
his elect, even throughout the days of their rebellion and

unbelief (Hos. 2:8).

Hosea 2:8 "For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine,
and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared
for Baal."

Read 2:18-20. According to the law of God given to Israel (Lev.
25:25), if a man sold his inheritance and he had a near kinsman,
who was willing and able to do so, the kinsman could buy back
his brother’s lost inheritance.

Ruth 2:18-20 "And she took if up, and went into the city: and
her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought
forth, and gave to her that she had reserved after she was
sufficed. /9 And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast
thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he
that did take knowledge of thee. And she showed her mother in
law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with
whom I wrought to day is Boaz. 20 And Naomi said unto her
daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left
off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said
unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next
kinsmen."
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CHAPTER 3

In chapter 3, Naomi tells Ruth what she must do. She told her to
go to the threshing floor where Boaz, the near kinsman, would
be. She told her to humble herself, lay down at his feet, and
spend the night there. — “And he will tell thee what thou shalt
do.” And Ruth did what Naomi told her to do (3:1-11).

Ruth 3:1-11 "Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My
daughter, SHALL I NOT SEEK REST FOR THEE, THAT IT
MAY BE WELL WITH THEE? 2 And now is not Boaz of our
kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? BEHOLD, HE
WINNOWETH BARLEY TO NIGHT IN THE
THRESHINGFLOOR. 3 WASH THYSELF therefore, and
ANOINT THEE, and PUT THY RAIMENT UPON THEE,
and GET THEE DOWN to the floor: but make not thyself
known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and
drinking. 4 And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt
MARK THE PLACE WHERE HE SHALL LIE, and thou
shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and LAY THEE DOWN; and
HE WILL TELL THEE WHAT THOU SHALT DO. 5 And
she said unto her, ALL. THAT THOU SAYEST UNTO ME I
WILL DO. 6 And she went down unto the floor, and did
according to all that her mother in law bade her. 7 And when
Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to
lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and SHE CAME
SOFTLY, and UNCOVERED HIS FEET, and LAID HER
DOWN. 8§ And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was
afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet.
9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I AM RUTH
THINE HANDMAID: SPREAD THEREFORE THY SKIRT
OVER THINE HANDMAID; for THOU ART A NEAR
KINSMAN. /0 And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my
daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness in the latter end
than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young
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men, whether poor or rich. 7/ And now, my daughter, fear not; I
will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people
doth know that thou art a virtuous woman."

IV. This is A PICTURE OF TRUE REPENTANCE!

A. She marked the place where Boaz would be and went
there (v. 4). Christ is found in the assembly of his saints.

B. She came in softly and laid herself at his feet (v. 7).

Ruth 3:7 "And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart
was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn:
and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down."

The sinner who needs mercy will always be found at the feet
of his Lord.

e The Leper (Matt. 8).

e Mary (Lk. 10).

e The Harlot (Lk. 7).

Many are too proud to bow as broken, humbled beggars at the
feet of Christ. But this woman risked being scandalized. She
risked losing the only thing she had left, her name, that she might
obtain Boaz’s favor!

C. Ruth told Boaz plainly what she wanted (v. 9). Take me. I
am your handmaid. Take me for your wife!

Ruth 3:9 "And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, | am
Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine
handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman."

D. Boaz said, “I will do all that thou requirest!” But there is a
kinsman nearer than I. He must be dealt with first.
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e Christ will be merciful!

e Christ will save!

e But he could never save us until first he had dealt with the
law and justice of God.

CHAPTER 4

V. That brings us to chapter 4. Here is the last, great picture of
this book. — Boaz is set before us here as A PICTURE OF
CHRIST OUR KINSMAN REDEEMER (3:11; 4:1-13).

Ruth 3:11 "And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all
that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that
thou art a virtuous woman."

Ruth 4:1-13 "Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down
there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by;
unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here.
And he turned aside, and sat down. 2 And he took ten men of the
elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.
3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of
the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our
brother Elimelech's: 4 And I thought to advertise thee, saying,
Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people.
If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem i,
then tell me, that I may know: for there is noneside thee; and |
am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 5 Then said Boaz,
What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must
buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise
up the name of the dead upon hithe dead upon his inheritance. 6
And the kinsman said, I CANNOT REDEEM I7T FOR
MYSELF, LEST I MAR MINE OWN INHERITANCE:
REDEEM THOU MY RIGHT TO THYSELF: FOR 1
CANNOT REDEEM IT. 7 Now this was the manner in former
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time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing,
for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it
to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. § Therefore
the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy if for thee. So he drew off his
shoe. 9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people,
Ye are witnesses this day, that Il HAVE BOUGHT ALL THAT
WAS ELIMELECH'S, AND ALL THAT WAS CHILION'S
AND MAHLON'S, OF THE HAND OF NAOMI. /0
MOREOVER RUTH THE MOABITESS. THE WIFE OF
MAHLON, HAVE I PURCHASED TO BE MY WIFE. TO
RAISE UP THE NAME OF THE DEAD UPON HIS
INHERITANCE, THAT THE NAME OF THE DEAD BE
NOT CUT OFF FROM AMONG HIS BRETHREN, and from
the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day. /7 And all the
people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are
witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine
house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house
of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in
Bethlehem: /2 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez,
whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall
give thee of this young woman. /3 SO BOAZ TOOK RUTH,
AND SHE WAS HIS WIFE: AND WHEN HE WENT IN
UNTO HER, THE LORD GAVE HER CONCEPTION, AND
SHE BARE A SON."

Boaz went up to the gate of the city where men transacted
business and met Ruth’s nearer kinsman. He said, “You have
first claim upon Elimelech’s field. If you want it buy it.” So the
man said, “I’ll buy it!” Then Boaz said, “If you buy the field,
you must also marry Ruth, his daughter-in-law.” So the man said
to Boaz, “I can’t do that, lest I mar my own inheritance. You
redeem her.” So Boaz bought the field and married Ruth (vv. 9,
10, 13).
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Ruth 4:9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unfto all the people,
Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand
of Naomi.

Ruth 4:10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon,
have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead
upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off
from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are
witnesses this day.

Ruth 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when
he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare
a son.

A. The Lord Jesus Christ is our kinsman Redeemer.

1. He is our Kinsman by his incarnation!

2. He is mighty, for he is God.

3. He is a Kinsman of great wealth - All the fulness of grace
and glory is in him!

B. As Boaz loved Ruth, so Christ Jesus loved us without a
cause, freely.

“I have loved thee, with an everlasting love!”
e “Hereinis love...”

“We love him, because he first loved us!”

“I have drawn thee with the cords of love!”

C. As Boaz promised to redeem Ruth, so the Son of God
promised to redeem us in the covenant of grace before the
world began (Heb. 7:22).
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D. But, as with Ruth, there was one who had first claim upon
us.

1. The law of God held us as its captors (Job 9:2; 25:4-6).

Job 9:2 "I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just
with God?"

Job 25:4-6 "How then can man be justified with God? or how
can he be clean that is born of a woman? 5 Behold even to the
moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight. 6
How much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which
is a worm?"

2. But the law of God says, “I cannot redeem the fallen one,
lest I mar my righteousness.” The law has claim upon us,
but not the ability to redeem us. The law is our kinsman
condemner, but could never be our deliverer (Rom. 3:19-
20).

Romans 3:19-20 "Now we know that what things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of
sin."

3. So the Lord Jesus willingly paid the price of our
redemption, the price demanded by the justice of God.

e Righteousness By His Life!
e Satisfaction By His Blood!

Ilustration: A. J. Gordon and The Black Birds.
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E. As Boaz took Ruth to be his wife, so the Lord Jesus has

Ruth 4:13-15 "So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and
when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and
she bare a son. /4 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be
the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman,
that his name may be famous in Israel. /5 And he shall be unto
thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than
seven sons, hath borne him."

1. God has not left us without a kinsman!
2. Christ 1s the Restorer of our life!
3. He is the Nourisher of our old age!

F. Like Boaz, our Lord Jesus will not rest until he has
“finished the thing!”

o “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it!”

o “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform
it.”

e “Heis able to keep you from falling!”

e Christ will, at last, present you holy, unblameable, and
unreproveable before the presence of his glory.

O love surpassing knowledge,
O grace so full and free!
I know that Jesus loves me,
And that’s enough for me!

O wonderful salvation,
From sin Christ set free!
I feel the sweet assurance,
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And that’s enough for me!

O blood of Christ so precious,
Poured out at Calvary,
I feel its cleansing power,
And that’s enough for me!

Application: Ruth, the pagan Moabitess, became the wife of
Boaz, heir to all his vast estate, great-grandmother of king David,
and was placed in the direct lineage of Christ. Even so, you and I
are married to Christ, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ,
and are made to be the sons and daughters of God almighty. —
All by grace! — All through Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer!

Now, look at chapter 4 and verse 14, and you will see why our
great Boaz has done all that he has for us.

(Ruth 4:14) "And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman,
THAT HIS NAME MAY BE FAMOUS IN ISRAEL."

AMEN.



